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aN THE MAYPOLE BUTCHERS 


SPECIAL CHRISTMAS HAMPER OFFER 
ONLY £50* (Feeds 8 -10 Guests) 
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‘Turkey Breast Wrapped in Bacon 2-2.5 kg 
Topside of Beef 1.5kg - Gammon Joint 1.dkg 
Large Pigs in Blankets x 10 
| Box of Stuffing & | Large Pork Pie 
“Contents of the hamper only - Gift wrapped hamper £58 


t: 01789 750213 e: maypolebutchers@gmail.com 





COVER PHOTO: COLIN WINSTON 


WELCOME 


Well, we thought that the magazine might be a welcome addition to village life in 
Welford but we had no idea that we would get such a tremendous response! The feedback 
and comments have been overwhelmingly positive and supportive and we reproduce 
below just a few of the many received — thank you, they have provided real encouragement 
to the team. 

We have also received a number of suggestions for future articles and we will try and 
incorporate as many of these as possible in this and future editions. A popular request was 
for a regular “Family Announcements” (births, marriages, deaths) section — if you would 
like to use something like this, please send in your announcements to our email address, 
welfordmatters@gmail.com. Also it would be good to introduce a “Letters to the Editor” 
feature where you could maybe comment on things you have read in Welford Matters. 

The response to our request for helpers to distribute the magazine around the village 
was also enthusiastically received and we are now in the happy position of having the 
whole village covered, together with a “reserve team” to cope with holidays, sickness etc. On this subject, we are delighted 
to welcome David Nicholls to the team as Distribution Coordinator. David’s knowledge of the village and its various roads 
and lanes will be invaluable as he maintains and organizes our distribution network. 

In this edition, I am pleased to hear from new contributors to add to the topics, clubs and societies we saw in Issue 1. 
These include the work that a small group of Welford ladies have done in support of the Shakespeare Hospice, a feature on 
local music events and a heart-warming story of a family of triplets (cats that is) who have found a happy home after a stay 
in the Avon Cat Rescue. I would also encourage you to read Nancy Singleton’s article on Small Business Saturday in 
support of local businesses a number of which have already helped this magazine by placing an advert in our pages. This, 
together with help from our sponsors, present and future, will be how we keep Welford Matters free of charge to village 
residents. 

By the time Issue 3 reaches you it will be 2017 — time flies! Have a great Christmas. 

Richard 


P.S. The deadline for submitting articles for inclusion in Issue 3 is 11 January 2017 





SOME OF YOUR COMMENTS ON ISSUE 1 


“Congratulations! My husband and I have just read Welford Matters from cover to cover and think it is excellent.” 
John and Eileen Neeld 


“It is great to have an impartial Parish Magazine and well done on your Ist Issue. I look forward to many more.” 
Adrian Kenyon 


“How lovely to receive Welford Matters. It’s brilliant — thank you to all concerned.” 
Jill Rose 


“As newcomers to the village we would like to congratulate the team on an informative, interesting, attractive and 
altogether excellent publication. The magazine is sure to go from strength to strength.” 





Elsa and Brian Halling 
“Congratulations on the inaugural issue of Welford Matters - a much needed replacement of the former parish magazine.” 
John Read 
“It is a great asset for villagers. Long may it continue!” 
Rosemary Hale 

WELFORD MATTERS Disclaimer 
Editor: Richard Ham Whilst the Publishers welcome material for publication in Welford Matters, they do not 
Treasurer: Norman Leece guarantee that any item submitted will be included or will appear in a particular issue, and the 
Layout and Design: Matthew Winston | Editor reserves the right to edit or shorten items which are used. Publication is in good faith 
Distribution: David Nicholls and does not imply accuracy of the content or agreement with the views expressed. 


Website Co-ordinator: Colin Winston | Contributors’ names will be published with their respective articles unless specifically 
requested otherwise 
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Community 


Did you hear...? 


“Did you hear Gabriel this 
morning?” 

“Pardon? Are you starting to 
hear voices?” 

“No! I wasnt thinking of angels. 
I meant the calling bell at St. 
Peter's Church. You can hear 
their bells, when the wind is 
right.” 

“T see. But you said ‘the calling 
bell’. What’ that?” 

“The calling bell is the single 
bell that’s rung for a few minutes 
just before a service, to remind 
people that the service is about 
to start and “call” them to 
Church. At St. Peters they use 
the treble bell, named 

“Gabriel”, for that purpose. ’ 


J 


This imagined conversation would 
have taken place many years ago, as 
times have changed and a “calling 
bell” is seldom rung at St. Peter’s now, 
although it is sometimes heard 
elsewhere. 

There are many facts about the 
bells at St. Peter’s that are not widely 
known. For instance, although six of 
the present peal date from 1960, with 
another two added in 1980 to complete 
an octave in the key of A Flat, there 
are supposed to have been bells at 
Welford as far back as 1346 when, 
according to legend, they were rung to 
celebrate victory at the battle of Crecy. 

No record of those bells remains 
but we do know that there were bells 
at St. Peter’s before 1721, because in 
that year they were sent to Stratford 
upon Avon to be re-cast by Richard 
Sanders. The re-casting produced six 
bells and they remained in use until the 
fire in the Church tower at Christmas- 
time in 1884. The tower structure 
escaped serious damage but the 
interior was gutted and the bells broke 
up when they crashed to the floor as 
their wooden framework was 
consumed. 

In 1885 the salvaged bell-metal was 
sent to James Barwell’s foundry in 


Birmingham to be re-cast again and 
the resulting six bells were in use until 
1957, when they were found to have 
become unsafe. The tower then 
remained silent until parishioners 
raised the funds to have the new six 
cast by Taylor’s of Loughborough in 
1960, They were installed in a new 
iron frame, with spaces for the two 
extra bells, which were eventually 
added in 1980 through the generosity 
of local families. 


WELFORD CRICKET CLUB 
As 2016 comes to an end, Welford 
Cricket Club would like to pass on our 
condolences to the families of our Ex- 
President Tony Perry and our Vice- 
Presidents David King and Alan 
Reeder. These 3 outstanding 
gentlemen were long-time supporters 
of the club and will surely be missed. 
We now look forward to the 2017 
season on behalf of the Players, the 
Vice-Presidents and Supporters of 


Welford Cricket Club. 
Wyn Owen 


The bells will be rung “half- 
muffled” for this year’s 
Remembrance Service on 13th 
November and will also be rung at 
the year-end, to celebrate the Old 
Year going out and the New Year 
coming in, as in previous years. 





Ewart Harper 


ACTION FOR WILDLIFE 
Warwickshire, Coventry & Solihull 


Local Biodiversity Action Plan 
www.warwickshirewildlifetrust.org.uk 


Can you help us find Warwickshire’s orchards and their owners? 
We are asking for help from parish residents to help find the traditional and new orchards 
around the county, including school and community sites. We know of several sites but 
wish to identify more locations and map the sites. 


Why are old orchards important? 

As well as heritage varieties of fruit trees, 
there are some rare species associated with 
traditional orchards such as lesser spotted | /f 
woodpecker and noble chafer beetles, all |?) 
dependent on mature trees for their survival. 

At the moment we know only one site for 
noble chafer — help us to find more ! 


How many orchards do we have? 


A national survey undertaken by the People’s Trust for Endangered Species (PTES) in 
2011 identified 589 orchard sites in Warwickshire. But in 2012 the local Habitat 
Biodiversity Audit team identified only about half of these, so we still need to find the rest! 


How to register your orchard with PTES 


Even if you have only a few old trees, you may have an orchard.....the minimum size of a 
‘Traditional Orchard’ is defined as ‘five trees with crown edges less than 20m apart’. 


Details of the PTES national survey are available on the website: https://ptes.org/get- 


involved/surveys/countryside-2/traditional-orchard-survey/?cat=95. This includes an 
interactive map showing the apparent sites of traditional orchards in our area and which 
of these have been surveyed already. 

There is a questionnaire for new orchard owners to register their orchard and also advice 
on the management of orchards for the benefit of wildlife as well as the fruit harvested 
from them. If you know of someone who owns an orchard, please encourage them to 
add their orchard to the register. 


Please tell us too about your orchard! 


We would be grateful if you would copy your information to our HBA team: 
hba@wanwickshire.gov.uk so that the orchards can be mapped for the county. We can 
advise owners on how to conserve and restore these sites which are so valuable for 
heritage tree varieties and as havens for wildlife. In some cases we can assist by 
identifying suitable grants to help with care for these sites. 





4 Welford Matters November/December 2016 - Issue 2. 


oh. = 
ea 





+ ; : "t Yl 
a fe Lem % ‘| - Eg ofl a : 
= ——, OP hs , h! is + 





~ The Ebrington | Arn 


ms 
Nre GRIPPING CC AIWE DEN 


2 COURSE SET MENU 
only £11.95 


Changes weekly & runs alongside main menu 
Available Mon-Fri lunch (12-2.30pm) and Mon-Thurs dinner (6-6.30pm only) 


TO BOOK - 01386 593 223 
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aes all day every ae walkers welcome 
Two AA rosettes for food 
Three times North Cotswolds Pub of the Year 
The Telegraph’s Top 10 ‘Cosiest Pubs’ and “Best Beer Gardens’ 











The Ebrington Arms THE , 
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| ARMS) _ 


Gloucestershire, GL55 6NH 
t: 01386 593 223 


www.theebringtonarms.co.uk 





Community 


Welford Wives meet Warwickshire and Solihull Blood Bikes 


October’s meeting of the Welford 
Wives saw the Solihull and 
Warwickshire Blood Bikes arrive in 
style with blue lights flashing to give a 
highly entertaining and informative 
talk on the critical voluntary work they 
do. 

One of the liveried motor bikes was 
parked in the hall giving an exciting 
backdrop for the presentation given by 
James, one of the Blood Bikers and his 
colleagues Mark, and Hilary. 

The Blood Bikes are part of a 
country wide organisation, split up 
into regions whose sole aim 1s to 
support the NHS out of hours, with the 
transport of vital blood supplies and 
tissue samples between hospitals and 
blood banks. 

The Blood Bikes volunteer their 
time between 7pm and 6am on 
weeknights and throughout the 
weekends and bank holidays, making 
the journeys between hospitals 
completely without charge to the NHS. 

On a typical weekend, maybe ten to 
a dozen trips can be made, for which 
the NHS would normally expect to use 
couriers or taxis that charge the NHS 
circa £40 per journey. So week in and 
week out, in our Solihull and 
Warwickshire region, the Blood Bikes 
are typically saving the NHS (and 
ultimately you, the UK taxpayers) over 
£400, money which can be used for 
other necessary healthcare 
expenditure. 

The Blood Bikers are typical 
working family guys, giving up their 
time to support this great charity and 
there are even some lady Bikers 
training to join the team. All riders are 
Advanced Motorcyclists not only for 
their own safety, but for that of the 
precious cargo they are carrying which 
could literally mean the difference 
between someone’s life or death. 

The group is not just made of the 
Bike riders who collect and deliver the 
blood and tissue, there is a network of 


co-ordinators to handle the calls for 
help from the hospitals and then route 
the calls to the bike riders with details 
of the pick-up and drop off details. 

One of the most important tasks 1s 
that of fund raising as the service 1s 
totally funded through charitable 
donations. There are no paid staff, but 
the cost of the bikes, the insurance, the 
fuel, the maintenance is all funded 
through active fund raising events. 

In return for the Blood Bikes 
coming to give us a fun, interesting 
and enjoyable insight into their 
valuable work, the Welford Wives 
were pleased to be able to support the 
Blood Bikes with a donation and the 
thirty or so members of the Wives and 
visitors present were extremely 
generous after the event and a total of 
£255.80 was collected to support this 
charity. 

The Blood Bikes are always 
looking for volunteers to help support 
the charity so whether you are a 
motorcyclist (Advance Rider training 
is provided) or can support as a co- 
ordinator or fund raiser, please contact 
the Solihull and Warwickshire Blood 
Bikes at the website below. 
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Warwickshire.& Solihull Blood Bikes 


Riding to Save Lives 








If you can’t help personally 
donations are always very welcome — 
who knows, you may well need their 
services one day. The WSBB can be 
contacted on: 


07821 270689 
membership@wssb.org 
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Next Welford Wives Meeting: 

7 December — Christmas Lunch at 
Three Ways Hotel in Mickleton. 
For more details of the Welford 
Wives, please contact either: 

Sue Hook 751400 

Christine Cooper 750667 





SMALL BUSINESS 


SATURDAY. 


3°° DECEMBER 


Keep Trade Local by Celebrating Local Businesses 
Small Business Saturday UK takes place on Saturday, 3rd 
December 2016 and is a growing national campaign aimed 
at celebrating small local independent businesses and 
encouraging customers to support their local economy by 
shopping local. 


Calling all Customers... 

On Saturday 3rd December 2016 (and the rest of the year 
for that matter!) why not think about where you shop and 
consider using your local shops, retailers, tradesmen, 
services and suppliers as much as possible. Our rural towns 
and villages offer a unique and extensive range of products 
and services from a wealth of independent businesses which 
are crucial to our local economy. Your support is needed 
to keep our rural economies alive. 


Calling all Small Businesses... 

All kinds of small businesses are encouraged to get 

involved, so whether you are a family business, local shop, 

online business, wholesaler, business service or small 

manufacturer, Small Business Saturday is supporting you! 
Make small business big business by keeping trade local! 

For further information on how businesses and customers 

can get involved please visit: 

www.smallbusinesssaturdayuk.com 

Nancy Singleton 


Some ideas for how businesses can get involved: 


¢ Create your own special offer, a community discount 
scheme or a Pop-Up shop 


¢ Join forces with other local businesses to organise 
your own event or market 


¢ Take part in SBS Workshops & join the SBS Bus 
Tour 


¢ Register your business on the free SBS Small 
Business Finder 


¢ Link to the SBS website & follow SmallBiz100 
¢ Tweet & Facebook about what you have planned 


¢ Display the SBS posters & digital logo at your 
premises & website 
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1st Welford On Avon Scout Group 


The members of our Cub Pack have been pleased to be able 
to continue with new leaders this term. We are delighted 
that Rachel Clayton and Jack Bartholomew have taken on 
the roles of leaders in the Cub Section and the photograph 
shows them being invested by the Assistant District 
Commissioner for Cubs at the last meeting before half term. 

Rachel and Jack are grateful for the help given by their 
Sectional Assistants, Faye Jeffers, Stuart Formby and Adam 
Tempest. The same meeting saw the Cubs taking part in a 
messy food challenge - even some of the parents joined in 
with a variety of activities and everyone got a bit sticky. 
Here's one you can try at home - make a jam sandwich with 
one hand behind your back and then eat it with both hands 
behind your back. 

Information about our local Scout Group (Beavers, Cubs 
and Scouts) can be obtained by emailing the address below. 
We would be delighted to hear from you if you would be 
willing to help us in any way — do you have a hobby that 
you would like to share with our youngsters? 

Maria Smith 
welfordscoutgroup@yahoo.com. 


Thank you to our sponsors 


Welford on Avon Parish Council 
Simon and Gill Carter 
Paul and Jan Stewart 


We do receive payment from adverts, but it is thanks to the 
sponsors that we can provide Welford Matters to the village 
free of charge. If you, or someone you know, would like to 
sponsor the magazine and help us contine to develop 
Welford Matters, please contact Norman at 
welfordadverts@gmail.com. 
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BORDER 


Painters & Decorators 
And all aspects of Property and Maintenance @ 


ee * City & Guilds Qualified 
* Quality Assured ° Established over 25 years 


Please call Richard on 01295 690156 
Simon Hart Electrical 


For all your electrical requirements 
BS7671 Part P Registered 


Phone: 01789 750861 Mobile: 07970 138451 
6 Chapel Close Welford on Avon 


GRAFTON 
DEVELOPMENTS 


80 Victoria Road, Bidford on Avon, B50 4AR 
Phone - 01789 491214 - Mobile - 07740431702 


E-Mail :- nbromley83(@yahoo.co.uk 


Established in 200 
Extensions and Alterations 


From Design to Completion 
Listed building works undertaken 
All works fully insured 


Many local references available upon request 





Gardening 


November Cheer 1n Your Garden 


For many folk gardening begins at 
Easter and ends when the children go 
back to school, but observant 
gardeners know this is not true. 

Writing this in mid-October, a 
quick glance round the garden reveals 
cyclamen hederifolium and 
colchicums brightening the ground 
with their pink, white or mauve 
blossoms (all are a bit late appearing 
this year, as we have had so little rain 
this summer — despite a couple of 
torrential downpours). Other glorious 
bulbs for this time of year are nerine 
bowdenii, with their 


fabulous pink spidery Nothin g to look atin Pittosporum Tom 

flowers, while autumn- November? Thumb), blue conifers 

flowering crocuses | don't think ° and golden foliage 
on INK SO: 


provide a splash of 
blue. (It is even 
possible to have snowdrops flowering 
in November - look for those called 
Galanthus Reginae Olgae). 

Then there are the shrubs and sub- 
shrubs, such as fuchsias and salvias 
currently flowering their hearts out, 
and asters (Michaelmas daisies) which 
provide a superb autumn display. 
Brilliant berries are another feature of 
this season, bringing flocks of birds 
into our gardens to feed. 

Many a house wall is currently 
ablaze with Virginia Creeper, and the 
fireworks display put on by acers, 
liquidambers, cornus, azaleas, and 


a 


a4 
™ 


ees 
." © 


many other trees and shrubs as their 
leaves change colour is so spectacular 
that arboreta have special events to 
display these treasures. Many peonies, 
particularly the tree peonies and 
species peonies, produce amazing leaf 
colours from late summer onwards, 
rivalling their glorious but relatively “4 
brief flowers. Sadly, an early frost or FF. 
a very windy spell may curtail the 
show. Silver-leaved flowers (varieties 
of cyclamen hederifolium and 
cyclamen coum) and shrubs also come 
into their own, along with purple 
leaves (think 


eae 





(examples are Choisya 
Sundance, Euonymus 
Emerald ‘n Gold, and the conifers that 
change to gold in wintertime). 
Autumn is a good time to visit garden 
centres to see what is on offer. 

Finally there is bark to consider; 
the peeling cinnamon of acer griseum, 
the polished maroon of prunus serrula, 
the bright red stems of acer Osakasuki 
or acer Eddisbury, or the green and 
white striated stems of acer davidii are 
a few examples, and last all winter. 

Nothing to look at in November’? 

I don’t think so. 
Glenis Dyer 
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Music 


the Throws at Welfest 


wae eh yee oe 


Welcome to the first of what 1s 
intended to be a regular article 
featuring artists, groups and venues in 
and around our village. The aim is to 
encompass a wide variety of live 
music across all genres. Each issue 
will include a forthcoming What's On 
list of gigs and events with profiles of 
local artists and bands as well as some 


information about the venues. 
All in December 
Saturday 3rd - Big Lights Switch On 
6:30 pm at the Mason's Arms with local 
choirs, Salvation Army Band, 25ft tree, 


thousands of lights, festive food, drink, 
attractions, all in aid of local charities. 


Music for the 
Festive Season 


Friday 16th - Carol Service 
6:30 pm at All Saints, Weston on Avon. 


Sunday 18th - Carol Service 
6:30 pm at St Peter's Church — 


Welford's Top 10 Carols 


Christmas Eve, Saturday 24th 
Community Carols 
6:00 pm at the Memorial Hall 


Shipston Town Band 

7:15 pm — 7:45 pm Luddington - on the 
green 

8:45 pm — 9:15 pm White Hart, 
Newbold on Stour 

9:30 pm onwards, probably at The 
College Arms, Quinton as usual but 
please check beforehand with the band 
or the venue. 





Band Profile - the Throws 
“the Throws” are an alternative 
acoustic duo, comprising dual vocals 
over electro acoustic guitar, bass and 
percussion, covering many 90’s 
classics in their own style along with 
some of their own works. 

Steve & Stuart met back in the 90s 
whilst playing the gig circuits across 
the Midlands in various alternative 
rock bands, only stopping when age 
and career paths decided otherwise. 
Subsequently at social events they 
were often asked to give impromptu 
performances that went down so well 
that they were persuaded to get 
together and perform as a duo. 


(ae 
Throws 

Ideally suited to private garden 
parties or pre wedding band warm up 
with a set list of over 80 songs to 
choose from they will also include 
particular songs on request which are 
usually then added to the list. 
Although the majority of their gigs are 
for private functions they always find 
time to appear on the public circuit for 
charity festivals etc. under their ethos 
“for good friends & good causes”. 
Contact Steve - 0770 3067206 

Come and see this very 
accomplished duo perform at the 
Christmas Cracker, Shakespeare 
Inn, Saturday 17th December — see 
What's On for more details. 
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LIVE MUSIC VENUES 
Stratford ArtsHouse : probably 
Stratford's premiere music venue with 
an eclectic mix of musical events. 
www.stratfordartshouse.co.uk 

01789 207100. 


Keys & Kitchen : Ely Street - live 
music every Thursday and many other 
evenings. For full programme visit — 
www.keysandkitchen.co.uk/type27hch 
ild/events 


Stratford Folk Club : Acoustic 
evenings Ist & 3rd Wednesdays in the 
month plus occasional concert nights 
during the year @ Stratford Ale 
House, Greenhall Street. 
www-.stratforduponavonfolkclub.co.uk 


No 1 Shakespeare : Cocktail 
bar/Nightclub that also hosts live 
music - www.shakespeare-street- 
cocktailbar.co.uk 


Cottage of Content, Barton : during 
the Winter months occasional acoustic 
music evenings and also for special 
occasions (see What's On) . Regular 
Saturday night live music during the 
Summer months - 
www.cottageofcontent.com 


The Mason's Arms, Long Marston : 
occasional music evenings and also for 
special events (see What's On) — 
Wwww.masons-arms-pub.co.uk 

01789 720586 & 


NB The Golden Cross at Temple 
Grafton used to host regular live music 
sessions on a Thursday evening but is 
in the process of changing hands so 
watch this space for live music 
updates. 


I am sure this is not a comprehensive 
list of local live music venues so 
please let me know of any others you 
are aware of. 


If you are a local musician or singer 
and would like a mention in this article 
or if you are thinking of forming a 
group/ensemble with like minded 
musicians or organising a local 
musical event please get in touch with 
me. 

Colin Winston 
colinwinston@gmail.com 





Music 





J essica Rhodes (formerly Soul Remedy) - Christmas Lights Switch On 
Sunday 20 November 1:00 pm — 4:00 pm - Leamington Spa 


Fiddlebop - Hot Jazz Swing with Gypsy Zing 
_ Sunday, 20 November 5:00 pm — 7:30 pm - Stratford Ale House 


St Andrews Celtic Music Night - Scottish Theme, Scottish Menu, Kilts welcome for 
a great knees up 
Friday, 25 November 8:00 pm - The Mason's Arms 


Jessica Rhodes - Support act for Sons of Pitches 
Sunday 27 November 7:00 pm — 10.00 pm - Leamington Assembly 


Ukulele Band 
Friday, 9 December 9:00 pm - Cottage of Content 


E Risky Business - Acoustic duo - members of local band Undercover 


Saturday, 10 December 9:00 pm - Cottage of Content 


The Christmas Cracker - an evening of great live music, free entry with a collection 
on the night for the Shakespeare Hospice featuring: the Throws, Betsy Harmony, 
Little Liam and Adverse Camber 

Saturday, 17 December 6:00 pm - Shakespeare Inn 


Pippa Martin 
Saturday 24 December 8:00 pm - Cottage of Content 


Bad Names - Acoustic sets from local rockers interspersed with karaoke sessions to 


complement the party mood 
_ Saturday 31 December 9:00 pm - Cottage of Content 


MEON VALE COMMUNITY EVENTS 


Meon Vale Village Hall 
Friday, 25 November and 
Friday, 23 December 23rd 


Community Bingo 7.00pm (for 7.30pm start), Great Prizes 
and Tombola, Refreshments at Interval. Children over 10 


welcome 
Saturday, 10 December 


Santa arrives at 4:30 pm, Carols by Candle Light at 5:15pm, 





Starlings 


Grand Christmas Raffle; Finishing with Refreshments 


NOSH AND NATTER 


The rainwashed sky is streaked with sunset hue 
Then whirring dart of shimmering bright wings 


A group for older and disabled people. Forthcoming events: 


Monday, 21 November 2016 
Bonfire Lunch 11:30am - 2pm 
Monday, 12 December 2016 
Turkey Tinsel Lunch 12pm — 3:00pm 


Both events are held at Stratford Agri Park and will cost 
£7.00. Transport can be arranged at a cost of £3.00 


TRIPS 4 U 
Friday, 2 December 2016 


Visit Tamworth for shopping followed by a Festive Lunch 


A wave of starlings dark across the view 

My gloomy mood expires, my spirit sings. 

They glide and plummet, swoop and soar and lean, 
To cleave the air with undulating flight, 

A shoal of fish with green and purple sheen, 
Ethereal ballet heralding the night. 

Too soon, as if swept clean, an empty sky, 

But mesmerized I wait with vacuous stare, 

No encore is performed, alone I sigh 


at Planters Garden Centre. Pick up times at Meon Vale 9.00 
am (plenty of parking space available). The cost is £25 


For Information on all these, please contact me. It would be 
really great to see you at any of the events. 

Barbara Craig 

720630 


For they have gone to rest, I dont know where. 
I long to watch again that healing flight 
An evening brimming with delight. 


Jean Sellars (who sadly passed away on 13 October 2016) 
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A. professional and friendly service for all your 
interior design needs. we specialise in creating 
bespoke. hand-made curtains. roman blinds and 
co-ordinating soft furnishings. 


Appointments can be made to visit you in your home 
where your requirements can be = discussed. 
Professional advice will be given to help you achieve 
the perfect room, window treatment or soft furnishing 
item. 


Curtains - Hand sewn using traditional methods and 
with a vast array of headings and linings to choose 
from, we are sure to meet your neeas. 


Roman Blinds - Practical yet aecorative and can be a 
cost saving option. 


Co-ordinating soft furnishings - Cushions, window 
seats, lampshades and morel 


We also supply beautifully made shutters, these offer 
great thermal and sound insulation, privacy and have 
great curb appeal 


O19 777419 


weywrixinteriors.co.uk 


Dy nging un pA 








0178S 720027 


We ponibasiie, look after over 
y Le 5, and we'd love 
to bring your iawn to life too! 


We offer seasonal ‘weed and feed’ treatments 
that will keep your lawn looking lush, green and 
weed-free. 


We also provide: 

/ Hollow-tine aeration 
/ Scarification 

/ Oasis water conserver 


/ Lawn pest & disease control 
/ SlowMow - growth regulator 


GreentTh umb§ 


LAWN TREATMENT SERVICE 





lst Welford on Avon Brownies 


Welford Brownies have been spending the last few weeks 
working towards their Disability Awareness Badge. We 
started by holding our own Paralympic night where we tried 
our versions of sitting volleyball, boccia, and running with a 
guide. The girls also had an evening thinking about people 
who are blind. We tried to identify things using just taste, 
sound, touch and smell — you should have seen some of the 
faces pulled at the onion smell! 

The girls all now know how to approach someone who is 
deaf; and after a visit from a sign language teacher, we can 
sign our names and even “Sing a Rainbow” using sign 
language. 

Probably the highlight for the Brownies this term, has 
been a visit from one of the Shakespeare Guide Dog 
Puppies. We were thrilled to welcome Brandon the 
labradoodle, to one of our meetings. The Brownies learnt 
so much about the work of Guide Dogs for the Blind and 
how having a dog can transform lives. In return Brandon 
got lots of fussing! 

Along with other Brownies, Rainbows and Guides from 
our local area, we enjoyed a day at the Shakespeare 
Birthplace taking part in all sorts of Tudor activities. We 
learnt Tudor dances, made marchpane just like Bake Off, 
and took part in A Midsummer Night’s Dream in our own 
masks and headdresses. A great experience. 

Welford Brownies meet on Thursdays during term-time 
from 6-7.30pm in the school hall. For more information 
please contact margaret.formby@btinternet.com or visit 
www.girlguiding.org.uk 
Margaret Formby 


Annabel and Rose getting stuck into making marchpane 





Community 





* 
Here is Pauline and Iris and with Iris’s sister Beryl (far right) enjoying a 
holiday in Leigh-on-Sea 

SUPPORT FOR SHAKESPEARE HOSPICE 
The Shakespeare Hospice is a wonderful organisation 
offering care to those living with life limiting illnesses 
through its adult and young people’s services. The support 

it gives makes a huge difference to both patients and their 
families. 

Costing more than £2 million each year to deliver its 
services, the Shakespeare Hospice depends on volunteers in 
to fulfil its goal of providing free care. It also depends on 
volunteers to help raise the required income as only 4% is 
government funded and only last Saturday, Welford 
resident Jean Stone held a Coffee morning at the 
community centre raising a fantastic £1,228 towards that 
total. 

It’s safe to say that Welford is certainly doing its bit and 
with this is mind I would like to introduce you to Iris 
Charlish and Pauline Edwards both long time residents of 
this beautiful village. 

Approximately 15 years ago Iris looked in the Hospice 
shop window and thought “I would like to help in there’. 
Little did she know then how much she would enjoy being 
part of such a caring organisation? Shortly after, Pauline 
could see how much pleasure Iris was getting from 
contributing to such a worthy cause, so she decided to 
follow on and join the team. 

Over the years they have had a wonderful time, meeting 
some lovely customers and many with stories to tell, some 
happy, some sad. They have made good friends with their 
fellow volunteers, a real bonus to being part of the Hospice 
team. 

Would you like to join our team? 4 hours is all it takes to 
make a real difference in supporting those within your 
community who need it most. In return you will meet new 
people, make new friends and we guarantee have fun. We 
need volunteers in all areas and can offer a large diversity of 
roles. 

If you would like to find out more or arrange to pop in 
for a coffee and an informal chat, please contact Voluntary 
Services Manager Carole Lomas on 01789 266852 or 
clomas@theshakespearehospice.org.uk 
Carole Lomas 
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Warwickshire Dining Pub 
of the Year Winner 2016 “= 


—— 


Sole aia mM lalaMoimac-liielkemrolar~\ieln 


Providing Quality Food with Outstanding Service for you! 





Colin, ‘Teresa and the team would like to 
wish everyone a fantastic festive season 








Festive Opening Times 2016 ae a ee ee 


Christmas Eve - Saturday 24th December 
Food will be served from 
11.30am through till 9.30pm 


Christmas Day - Sunday 25th December 
Join us on this festive day with family and friends for 
your pre-dinner drinks and enjoy some complimentary 
mouth-watering festive canapés 
We will be open from 12 noon until 2.00pm 
Boxing Day - Monday 26th December 
Food will be served trom 
12 noon through till 8.00pm 
New Year’s Eve - Saturday 31st December 
Lunch will be served from 11.45am 
until 4.00pm and evening a la carte specials 
from 7.00pm until 9.00pm 


pg he mf 5 


New Year's Day 9017 
Food will be served trom 
12 noon through till 8.00pm 





TO START Festive Pie of the Day 14.75 

Soup of the Moment with Rustic Bread from 5.95 Lashford’s Speciality Sausage and Mash 19.95 

Duo of Melon & Prosciutto, finished with Port Syrup 6.75 Slow Cooked Shropshire Belly Pork Black Pudding Roulade 16.95 
"E] + + Ls 1 17 4 ‘ar oe | j i re T hi 4 ra fi : Wii e 

Duck & Pistachio Rillette, Fig Chutney © Cranberry Bread 7.50 Sage Mash and Calvados Sauce 

Crispy Deep Fried Breaded Halloumi 7 O85 Paprika Spiced Chicken Supreme on Paella Style Risotto 16.95 

Tween Tomato cy Hariss a hutney with Garlt Roasted Tiger Prawns anal Aioli 

Salmon Parfait in a Smoked Salmon Wrap, Blade of Beef on Bubble & Squeak 16.95 


with a Rich Boureutenon Sauce 


Pickled Cucumber & Rye Bread 7.75 

: ion n reea Roast Local Lurkey, Apricot Stuffing, Chipotata, Cranberries, = 14.75 
MAIN COURSE Seasonal Vegetables, Roast S@Baby Boiled Potatoes 
Deep Dish Quiche of the Day 12.95 
Baked Risotto with Butternut Squash 12.95 DESSERTS All Desserts are 6.50 
Pine Nuits and Sage, with Parmesan Glaze Sliced Rich Dark Chocolate Pave Mousse 
ee "EB & bot Put? Pastry Wellington 13.95 Boozy Fig and Sloe Gin Trifle with Fresh Cream 

ith Madetra Cranberry Jus a. ? ~ | Ay fi 
R rm ‘ ‘1 é oe R Fill Festive Trio of Local and Continental Ice Creams 

oasted Aubergine with Nut Koast Filling 13.95 ee ee ce a | Je 
Seasonal vegetables, Potatoes and Vegetarian Gravy Hot Sticky Toffee Pudding with Vanilla Ice Cream A 
Locally Supplied Catch of the Day Ginger Bread Créme Brulee with ‘Bell Made’ Biscuit » aN 
Crab Cakes topped with Crab and Dill Pate 16.95 Nutella Fudge Brownie with Chocolate Sauce and Ice Cream Le 
Seafood Bisque Sauce Traditional Christmas Pudding with Brandy Butter Sauce 
Plaice Two Ways: 18.95 
Plate Fillet wrapped in Smoked Salmon, Breaded FESTIVE MENU AVAILABLE FROM 1ST DECEMBER 

ce Tf A ratt teine tf i Wa ra re oye we 
Plaice Goujons, ie Ce: and anal Blane ue TILL 24TH DECEMBER 
Salmon Supreme with Ginger, Lime & Coconut Crust 15.95 
On Sweet Chillt Noodles _— , 

29995 
Nea mU Camila Two Courses Three Courses £29.95 


| I He i tad i ie t ‘opfe es th { hice [ #y é 
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WHAT THE DICKENS? 


Our popular Dickensian Evening is 








returning on Tuesday 13th December 

at 7.00pm with Dickensian readings, staff in 
Dickensian dress, a charity raffle and ‘home- 
made’ Mulled Wine on sale. 

Come and join us for the ‘best of times’. 


Our full a-la-carte menus will be available. 


Wednesday 25th January 2017 

Dust off your tartan and join us as we 
celebrate the life and works of the great 
Scottish Bard, Robert Burns, with a 
traditional Burns Night Supper. 

With a 3 course set price menu of fine 
Scottish dishes available for the evening, 
wee drams of whisky, poetry reading, 
addressing the haggis and, not forgetting, 


the piper. Set price menu £’29.95 per person 


(Tasees: 2a “Terr > erat an = 7 aT 
AGIFIT ISNOL JUST FOR CHRISTMAS! 

Our personalised gift vouchers can be used at any time of the year. ‘That special occasion, for friends 

or family, or to simply say thank you! Starting at £10 and increasing by £5 increments you can give 


as much as you want, for whatever reason you want. Ask a member of staff or visit our website. 


telephone: 01789 750353 Find us on Ei WM a@TheBellWelford _) 6 Winner 2016 


the The Bell Inn, Binton Road, email: info(@thebellweltord.co.uk vHe Warwickshire 
( Weltord on Avon CV37 SEB web: thebellweltord.co.uk Dining Pub 
| | . of the Year 


Country Inn at Welford-on-Avon Providing Quality Food with Outstanding Service for you! 





Community 


LOOK OUT... speed camera! 
Some of our volunteers have now 
received the police training to enable 
the Community Speed Watch Scheme 
to commence and there is another 
group due to be trained in the next few 
weeks BUT we do need more 
volunteers to join this worthwhile 
project, please. 

The first session was held jointly 
with Luddington who are now up and 
running catching offenders. We are 
working with Salford Priors this time. 
Councillor Barnes has been liaising 


The police do send out strongly VA 
worded letters and it is interesting that 
where it is a company car, the 
employer may not be too pleased! 

A camera is available on a rotation 
basis from the police but there has of 


Except for | : 
loading 


SPEED 
| MONITORING | 
with these other villages. ‘LG 





late been a substantial increase in 
Warwickshire villages joining the 
scheme, so we are investigating the 
possibility of jointly purchasing one, 
in order to maximise our opportunities. 


An application for a County 
Councillor’s grant has been made with 
this in mind. 
The Parish Council and both County 
Council and District Council elected 
members are fully in support. 
Just to remind you of why we have 
embarked upon this initiative: 
¢ Reduce the prospect of death and 
injury on Welford’s roads; 
¢ Improve the quality of life for all 
villagers, both young and old; 
¢ Heighten the awareness of 
inappropriate and dangerous 
speeding; 
¢ Engender a culture of caring for 
others. 
Do come and join us, you will be very 
welcome. For further information 
please contact either 
Richard Brookes 751334 
Ian Edwards 750269 


CALLING ALL SNOW WARDENS! 


Warwickshire Highways have asked our Parish Council 
whether residents of Welford could offer any help again this 
season in organising snow wardens for the Parish. 

As snow wardens you can either enlist help from your 
neighbours to clear, pavements, drives and cul-de-sacs to 


Pik » assist the local community, or just simply spread salt to 
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steep inclines or areas of high footfall to assist your 
community. This will let the council focus on the primary 
gritted routes used by 90 per cent of the county’s traffic. We 
will still grit the main routes, that’s obviously our 
responsibility — but this 1s a practical way of getting 


f resources to areas that are more isolated and will be based 
f on your local knowledge as a priority to your community. 


Please refer to www.warwickshire.gov.uk/snowwardens 
for self-help and how to clear snow and ice safely. 
For up to date gritting action, our gritting decisions are 


§ posted on the Warwickshire web each day, go to 


www.warwickshire.gov.uk/gritting or follow 

@WarksGritting to view the updates on our gritter twitter. 
We thank our Snow Warden volunteers, your input will 

be most appreciated during any severe weather spells. If 


_ you do not wish to be on the Snow Warden list or are not 
= available to be a Snow Warden this year please let me know 
either by email or telephone. 


Please do not hesitate to contact me if further information 
is required. 

Stephen Rawson 

Contract and Support Policy Officer 

01926 734005 

stephenrawson@warwickshire.gov.uk 


Welford Flood Action Group 

The Welford Flood Action Group was formed in February 
2014 with the support of the National Flood Forum (NFF). 
The NFF 1s a national charity set up to support and 
represent communities and individuals at risk of flooding. 
One of the ways to do this is to set up local flood groups 
and it was with the help of the NFF that the Welford Flood 
Action Group came into force. 


4 = ae 
TT aartt | 






As many residents will know, Welford has experienced 
serious flooding, most recently in April 1998 and in July 
2007 when the river levels reached their highest recorded 
level. The River Avon also breached its banks in November 


2012 and you may remember that the road over Binton 
Bridges was impassable for a time. Although the number of 
properties directly affected by river flooding 1s 
comparatively small, it includes residential properties, local 
businesses and caravan parks. Major flooding has a 
significant impact on the whole village as routes in and out 
are blocked and the village is effectively cut off. 

The main focus of the Welford group has been to 
identify all flooding issues which affect the village, both 
river and surface water, to come up with ways forward, and 
to seek action to resolve these problems. To achieve this, 
the NFF arranges Multi Agency Meetings (MAMs) to take 
place between the local flood group and representatives of 
the various agencies who are concerned with flood issues. 

At the group’s first meeting an Action Plan was drawn 
up setting out the issues which needed to be discussed and 
dealt with. This Plan forms the main basis for discussion at 
the Multi Agency Meetings. 

It is updated after each meeting to assess what progress has 
been made and what else needs to be done. 

The first MAM was held in December 2014 and was 
attended by representatives from the NFF. Warwickshire 
County Council, Stratford District Council, Welford Parish 
Council, Severn Trent Water, and the Environment Agency. 
Since that first meeting, several more have taken place. 


Community 


The main benefit of these meetings is firstly that the 
various agencies are made aware of the particular issues that 
affect Welford. Secondly, the group knows exactly who to 
contact if there 1s a problem, such as a build up of debris at 
the bridge which might block the arches. In the past, there 
has been some confusion as to who was responsible which 
meant numerous phone calls and delays before the problem 
was dealt with. 

Over the last two years the group has achieved a number 
of things: 

1. The installation of a camera at Binton Bridges which 


shows the river level. This can be viewed at 
www.vision-link.co.uk/community-home.php 


2. A survey of ditches and gulleys around the village has 
been carried out to identify those which are blocked. The 
Parish Council has set aside a sum of money to pay for 
the clearance of ditches which are most in need of this. 


3. Bringing to the attention of Severn Trent Water the 
issue of surface water flooding in the village, particularly 
in Church Lane, Pool Close and Barton Road. 
Investigations have been carried out and it is hoped that 
these problems have been mitigated. Time will tell! 


4. The reporting of any debris collecting at the bridge and 
requesting its removal to ensure the bridge is not 
blocked. 


The group will continue to make progress with these and 
a number of other issues which affect Welford. If you wish 
to contact us, you can do so by the email below. 
Sue Fell 
welfordflag@gmail.com 


A better childhood. For every child. 
——— 
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SUPPORTING THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY 
Thank you once again to all of you who collectively raised 
£395.15 last year. Although this is a little early, I would like 
to remind all of you that it’s fast approaching the time of 
year when I shall be gathering in the boxes. 

Your donations help change lives everyday by providing 
the funding needed to maintain vital services including 
drop-in centres for young runaways and case workers to 
protect those already on the streets who are at risk of drug 
abuse and exploitation. 

Boxes are always available for new supporters. Your 
support is very much appreciated. 

Pauline Edwards 
Local Honorary Secretary 751816 
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Your Local Leading Supplier of Waste Management Solutions 
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Skip Hire Site Tipping 
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Aggregates Site Waste 
& Topsoil Reports 


We provide a total waste management service for the 
reduction, reuse, recycling, recovery and disposal of waste. 


Owning and operating an extensive fleet of vehicles in 
addition to our modern waste transfer station. 


Call today to see how our services can be 
custom made to benefit your business 





, oe 01386 841181 g Buckle Street | Honeybourne 
BU DG T Evesham | Worcestershire 


WASTE MANAGEMENT 


4 sales@budgetskips.com WR11 70E 








Following on from our September meeting when we heard 
about the search, the discovery and identification of the 
remains of King Richard [HI under what is now a municipal 
car park in Leicester, we continue with the subject of 
excavations for our November meeting. In this case the dig 
took place much closer to home. In fact it happened here in 
Welford back in the summer of 2015 and some fascinating 
discoveries were made. Two lines of Iron Age pits were 
uncovered. 

It’s understood that the occasional Iron Age pit has been 
discovered during other earlier development within the 
village. However, what makes the recent discovery so 
different is its scale. In total over 25 pits were discovered 
aligned in an East West axis. 

If you lived in Welford back in 2015 you might well 
have been aware of where this dig was happening, but if 
you’re a new comer you may be curious where it took 
place. One of the conditions stipulated by the Planning 








Eight 30m long trenches = 4% sample 





A slide from Andy Hyam's presentation 


ee 
off Barton 
Road) was that an Archaeological Investigation be 
undertaken of the site before any development of what 
became known as The Arbour took place. This duly got 
underway in April 2015 and was carried out by the 
University of Leicester Archaeological Services (also 
known as ULAS). 

The team from ULAS were on site for several weeks 
(between April and June) and whilst here uncovered a series 
of Iron Age pits over quite a wide area. The leader of this 
work, Andrew Hyam will give an illustrated talk on what 
the team accomplished, and what they found. 

If you’d like to hear more, come along to our meeting on 
25th November. Visitors are always welcome. It’s only £3 
for the talk, including refreshments. Who knows, you might 
decide to join the other 92 people who are currently 
members of the Welford and Weston Local History Society. 
Brad Plimmer 


Rosemary Hale 750682 
Sue Hook 751400 
Paul King 750123 
Brad Plimmer 750716 


Doreen Walkden 750436 


www.welfordandweston.org.uk 


April 2015 
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qh THE MAYPOLE BUTCHERS 
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IFOlOnANE 
FREE RANGE 
TURKEYS 
GEESE 
CAPONS 
CHICKEN 
DUCK & GAME 
RIB OF BEEF 
LAMB JOINTS 
0) WV Ga SOLO) WOR SY | 
PLUS ALL VHE TRIMMINGS 





CHRISTMAS ORDERS BEING TAKEN NOW!! 
Orth ietelcccee Abra canweelmenel(onmorlacemomesilem Dicaorslies 
Dry Aged Rib of Beef - orders placed by Ist December 
Please ask for an order form 


f $f 


t: 01789 750213 e: maypolebutchers@gmail.com 








aN THE MAYPOLE BUTCHERS 


OUR MEAT IS LOCALLY SOURCED 
GOLD STANDARD AWARD FOR QUALITY 


OUR PRICE per/kg WAITROSE PRICE 


TURKEY (FREE RANGE) £9.95 £9.99 

GOOSE £12.95 £15.00 
STUFFED TURKEY BREAST £10.95 £18.19 
TURKEY BREAST (FREE RANGE) £9.95 £18.19 
THREE BIRD ROAST £15.95 £26.67 
RIB OF BEEF £14.95 £26.99 
RUMP OF BEEF £15.95 £22.99 
ROLLED RIB OF BEEF £19.95 £22.19 
O)NR SD EST IKO)]\ £22.95 £28.99 
TOPSIDE OF BEEF £12.95 £17.99 
FILLET OF BEEF £39.95 £49.95 
LEG OF LAMB £11.95 £14.99 
Te) @ne)i\ £7.95 £12.99 





Chapel Street, Welford on Avon. CV37 8PX ¢ 
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Welford & Weston.on Avon 


A Memorial Hall 
4 
4 Charges for using the Memorial Hall 


Community use: 
Four hour session, (moming, afternoon, or evening) £40:00 
Each Additional Hour £10:00 


Alternatively - by prior arrangement 

Sessions less than 4 hours: £10.00 per hour plus a one-off 
Hall set up fee of £10.00 for each booking 

(ie Thr = £20.00, 2hrs = £30.00) 


Commercial use: 


of 


SEAN FEENEY 
; / uUrniwlure 


Furniture Designer / Cabinet Maker 
Restorer of Fine Antiques 


Multi award-winning Master Craftsman 
Berry Hill Studio 
Weston-on-Avon 
Stratford-on-Avon 


Four hour session, (moming, afternoon, or evening) £80:00 
Each Additional Hour £20:0 : : : ae ee eae 
Warwickshire CV37 8X 


To book, please call 07821 330 362 
Hayley Robinson : 
01789 751377 enquiries(@seanfeeneyfurniture. co.uk 


www.seanfeeneyfurniture.co.uk 


y 


Anne McMahon” 


NOTARY PUBLIC 


Documents going overseas for individuals or businesses: 
Powers of Attorney Certified copy ID documents 
Confirmation of facts Certified qualifications 
Inheritance documents Consent to travel 
Spanish translations Legalisation 


Wills & Lasting Powers of Attorney (LPAs).: 
LPAs for Property & Financial Affairs and/or Health & Welfare are invaluable if 
you become unable to manage your affairs or take decisions yourself: 

Home visits by arrangement 

Friendly & efficient service 

Competitive rates 


For more information ring 07769 655413 or email: info@annemcmahon.co.uk 
www.annemcmahon.co.uk 
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FUND RAISING AFTERNOON TEA 


The afternoon tea held to raise funds for the Shakespeare 
Hospice in October was a resounding success, only made 
possible by the help of so many people - the ladies who 
made and served the delicious sandwiches and cakes, the 
stall-holders and the sellers of raffle tickets etc. Also the 
people and local traders who kindly donated gifts and 
friends from near and far who donated money. Last but not 
least, the people who came and spent their money and had 
an enjoyable and unforgettable afternoon. 

On the day we raised £950 and with further donations 
the Hospice was given a cheque for £1,228. 

Many, many thanks to everyone including the Hospice 
who provide such a marvelous service for our local 
community. 

Jean Stone 


. 









St. Peter's Church invites you to 
f _ Christmas Christingle Crafts 
| in the Memorial Hall 
from 4 to 5.30 pm 
on Sunday 11th December 








Come along and join the family fun! 
All sorts of craft activities, plus make your 
own Christingle, followed by refreshments. 








ey 
Y 





si, 
Diary dates for future family events “io 
4pm Sunday 15th January - “Shining Stars 


4 pm on Sunday 12th February - ‘Love your Neighbour 











Community 


Welford's Favourite 


Vote Now! 





You can cut out the voting slip below to vote for your 
favourite Christmas carol and post it in one of the boxes in 
either Maypole Stores, Welford Garage or on the table near 
the entrance door inside St. Peter’s Church. Voting boxes 
will be available between Monday 28th November and 
Sunday 4th December. Additional voting slips can be 
found next to the voting box in St. Peter’s Church if needed 
(no more than one vote per person please). 
Then come along to sing Welford’s ‘Top Ten’ favourite 

Christmas carols at... 

St. Peter’s Church Carol Service 

Sunday 18th December 2016 at 6:30 pm 
(followed by seasonal refreshments) 


- Welford's Favourite J 
JJ Christmas Carols J 


Please post this completed slip in one of the boxes by 
Sunday December 4th. 


Name: 


Please tick your favourite carol (one per person) from 
the list below: 


I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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The Holly and the Ivy 
While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by Night | 
I 

I 

I 

I 
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I 
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Once in Royal David’s City 

O Come All ye Faithful 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
Joy to the World 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 
Ding Dong Merrily on High 
Away in a Manger 

Good King Wenceslas 

See Him Lying on a Bed of Straw (Calypso Carol) 
Silent Night 

In the Bleak Mid-winter 

It Came upon a Midnight Clear 


LIWWUUUULLLL 


I 
If your favourite carol does not appear on the list please y 
write it here: 
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The Parish Church of St Peter 


The Chocolate Nativity 


There are many ways to tell the Christmas story and I 
thought you might enjoy this one. Of course the story of 
Jesus birth is very familiar and has little to do with reindeer 
pulling sleighs and flakes of snow. 

2000 years ago, Mary heard a wispa from the angel 
Gabriel that she was to be the mother of God's son. But how 
could this be? Having a baby out of wedlock would 
certainly make everyone snicker in the village. 

Joseph had to return with Mary to Bethlehem the town 
where he was born. It was a long journey, and they 
frequently needed to take time-out. After the tough journey, 
Joseph desperately tried to find a place to stay, but club 
after club let them down. 'No room' they all said!! 

Eventually they were offered the chance to stay in the 
outhouse of a pub where the baby was born. He was named 
Jesus, which means 'Saviour'. 

That night some shepherds, heard singing in the sky: 
'Glory to God in the highest heaven and peace on earth’. The 
shepherds said 'This is a cause for celebrations; come on, 
let's go to Bethlehem and see what has happened there’. 
When they arrived, they found Joseph, Mary, and the baby 
in a stable: smelly and dirty, not really a place fit for a King. 
They however were filled with wonder: 'Could this be just 
as the prophet Isaiah eclairs: ‘For a son has been born to 
us.... and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace’. It was now getting late, 
after eight in fact, so the shepherds returned to the hills. 

Meanwhile in a far country, some real smarties were 
busily scanning the galaxy, when they saw a bright star near 
the milky way. Was it Mars? No, it was a star shining with 
extraordinary brilliance, way out to the east. The smarties 
realised that the star signalled the birth of a new King. So 
they too travelled, and eventually arrived at Herod's palace. 
But the new King was not there. Then Herod's advisors told 
them: 

The prophet Micah eclairs: 'But you, O Bethlehem... 
from you shall come forth one who will rule’. So, travelling 
on their caramels, the wise men came to Bethlehem. They 
found Joseph, Mary and the child, and offered their bounty 
— gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

That first Christmas, the lowly and the rich all came 
together to greet Jesus — some brought gifts, some came 
just as they were. The good news is that we too can come 
and meet with Jesus, God incarnate, who came to earth to 
identify with our humanity, to experience many of the 
things that we go through in life. He is the mighty God and 
the Prince of Peace. 

Do join us over the Christmas period to celebrate all that 
the birth of Jesus means for each one of us. You will be 
very welcome at all our services across the Benefice. 
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A Prayer for the Christmas Season 


Forgive us, Lord, for we know this season so well, its 
message so familiar, that it no longer moves us, no longer 
speaks as it once did. Help us to see beyond the festive 
trappings and traditions to the awesome truth they 
proclaim: your Word, your Son, your love, your gift — Good 
News, now and always. 

Amen. 


Wishing you a very Happy and Peaceful Christmas filled 
with the love of Jesus. 
Reverend Ros Greenhalgh 


Christmas and New Year with St. Peter's Church, 
Welford and All Saints Church, Weston 





December 
Sunday 11th 


4pm 
all the family in the Memorial Hall 
6:30 pm Carol Service at All Saints 
6:30 pm Carol Service at St. Peter’s 
Welford’s ‘Top Ten’ Favourite Carols 


Christmas Christingle Crafts for 


Friday 16th 
Sunday 18th 
Saturday 24th 6pm Community Carols in the 
Memorial Hall 

ll pm Christmas Eve Communion at 
St. Peter's 

9am Christmas Day Communion at 
All Saints 

10:30 am Christmas Day Family Service 
at St Peter's 


Sunday 25th 


January 
Sunday Ist 10:00 am Benefice Communion Service 


at St. Peter's 
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Christmas Pay Family Servieg 
al St. Peter’s Chureh, Welford $ 


$ be 10.30 - 11.15 "@¢ $ 


$ Join us for a family eglebration 3 
$ of Christmas Pay with carol singing 
and a special Christmas bauble 
$ to make and take home for your $ 
$ Christmas tree. $ 
ie i i i i i 







KNITTING FOR CRISIS 
We meet regularly on the fourth 
Thursday in the month at 1pm at 7, 
Willow Bank. Anyone is welcome to 
join us. 

We knit squares to make into 
blankets, children’s garments, hats, 
scarves and gloves which are sent to 
eastern Europe and the Birmingham 
City Mission. 

If anyone has spare wool, 
preferably double knitting, we would 
be pleased to make use of it. Cress Hill 
Thank you Welford Parish Council have spent 





Jan Harris over £7500 to date clearing areas, 
750329 building paths, laying hedges and 


improving the picnic area at Cress Hill 
— thanks to a S106 agreement secured 
—_f S) with Banner Homes at the Fairlea site 
* (now Barton Meadow). The work has 
involved thinning out overgrown 
wooded areas, to allow new growth of 
native species, the installation of new 
WELFORD ART GROUP steps to improve access and 
We gather on Tuesdays in the church resurfacing and levelling of the Avon 
rooms, a small friendly group, one in Valley Way footpath. The picnic area 
the morning and one in the afternoon, has also been cleared and is now 
two and a half hours each session. We __| visible from the road. Thanks are due 
draw and paint whatever we like, to Derek Tribe and his team for their 
helping each other. Anyone wishing parcipitation in the project. 
to join us would be very welcome. There are some great views of the 
Please contact: | village from Cress Hill, particularly of 
Jill Rose id St Peter’s Church, which are being 
750940 protected in the new Welford on Avon 
Neighbourhood Development Plan. 
Fishing rights have been secured 
for the wider benefit of the community 
— by the Parish Council, who have 
) PROCESSING encouraged the setting up of a new 
HELP NEEDED! angling club. The Parish Council are 
2Ignk 0d Plan Is spending further monies to improve 





After 








currently with Stratford DC for access to the river bank. Four fishing 
final checks and amendments. stations have been installed, with an 
We need some word access path and steps to be built. 
rocessing help in amending Membership of the Angling Club is 
and formatting the final version required to fish at Cress Hill, contact 
vhich will go to referendum. Brian Quelch (07973 414230). 
Are you an experienced word Cress Hill is a public resource 





processor who could help us? directly accessible from the village via 
ment by arrangement the Avon Valley Way, along the river 
Please contact Vanessa Lowe bank towards Barton and is available 
on welfordpc@yahoo.co.uk for everyone to enjoy. 
Bs |'| Kate Winston 
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315238 = 
TELEPHONE ENGINEER HOWARD WALTON 


oEx BI Engineer PAINTER & DECORATOR 
e Slow Broadband 


e Noisy Telephone Line 
e Damaged Cables HONEYBOURNE ROAD, BICKMARSH 
e Wiring Faults 


e Wi-Fi Access Points 
O1/789 7/7/4729 
Keeping you Connects 
O7904 228215 
Email: Ryle@thetelephoneman.biz 
Web: www.thetelephoneman.biz 


Looking Tor Blinds, 
Curtains or [Ree 
S a UTte (S ? Min =a ha 7 ace. ie ats Brine re il 


Comparing like-forlike, nobody beats Thomas Gilbey Interiors when it comes to sheer value-for-money... the 
combination of quality products, highly competitive prices, and top flight customer service, plus the peace of 
mind you get with a 10-year guarantee. 

You might also like the fact that we offer the area's biggest choice - by far. Whatever you want, we've got it! 

Better choice... better value... better service... and better | \jerticals | Venetians | Rollers | Intu Blinds | Pleated Blinds | 
products! What more could you ask for! Senses Blinds | Wood Venetians | Roof Light Blinds 

Call us anytime, and we'll bring our mobile Blind and Curtain | Perfect Fit Blinds | Made to Measure Curtains | Romans 
Studio a to sca home or business - any day, evening or | Conservatory Blinds | Mirage/Vision Rollers | Shutters 

meee =weekend. See the latest styles —— 
| = with no obligation. Advice is free, ae pa 
ENE 2, Measuring is free, and 01789 490889 
- > expert fitting Our Mobile 


= “ahs is free’. 07967 480359 
==: Bg Visit us online at WWW.tgiblinds.co.uk 


Our Price Promise | | 
lf you find that you could buy the same TH Oo mds Ol | bey | shuise | Oo rs 
quality of product and standard of service, Salford Priors, Evesham, Worcestershire, WR11 8XP 


7 ei. La pittle, aS" at a lower genuine cost from any other 
| = a : : ek eS 3 A *Free fitting excludes Express Curtain Collections. “We price match only local competitors written quotations. 
local supplier, we'll match the Price. : © Thomas Gilbey Interiors 2016. 


2 - 7 | 





Keeping in Touch - Welford on Avon Methodist Church 


A Christmas Reflection 


God — magnificent creator of all that is, heavens and earth, 
mountains and oceans, creator of all the elements of our universe. 
We worship God’s majesty with awe-struck reverence. 
But there 1s more, for God 1s not a distant, unapproachable God to be worshipped fearfully from afar. 
Unimaginably, God, that mighty power, focussed in a baby, long years ago. 
But not a princely baby, born in a palace in opulent surroundings. 


The circumstances of this child’s birth were so different. 
A journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem, hardly to be recommended for an imminent birth: 
no room in the inn for the heavily pregnant Mary: only an animal shelter. 
Only a hay-filled manger for the baby’s bed. 
How unwelcoming, un-majestic can it get? 


And yet, this unpromising arrival heralded the coming of God’s kingdom on earth. 
Not a kingdom to be established by military might, by wealth, status or political power, 
or even by elaborate religious rituals. 

This kingdom reminds us that God’s apparent weakness far outweighs human strength. 
God’s apparent foolishness is wiser than all human wisdom. 


For from this unpromising situation of a baby in a manger began a world—changing movement, 
something like ever-widening ripples from a pebble thrown into a pool. 
Transformation of human lives occurred not only then, but continues to this very day, 
not spectacularly with pomp and publicity, power and might, but in hidden corners like stables, 
in ordinary homes, in churches and chapels wherever people are inspired by the power of God’s Spirit. 
Acts of compassion and kindness ripple outwards, encouraging the flourishing of wholesome life, 
little by little, ongoing ripples in the pool of life, transforming dark moments of misery, 
begun by the child in the manger. 


O come, let us adore him — and serve him, whatever our circumstances, 
that the ripples of God’s intervention continue their grass-roots transformation, 
gradually establishing the Kingdom of God, 
for the baby in the manger whose birth we celebrate today, is none other than Christ the Lord. 


Many years ago, I began to ‘scribble’ as part of my own 
prayer life and occasionally used some of these scribblings 
in church magazines. Eventually I was persuaded to have 
them printed and to my astonishment, both the first and 
second printing of ‘Glimpses of God’ sold out very rapidly, 
going in all sorts of directions and to many parts of the 
country and even the world. A third printing means that 
books are still available. I am still writing though and so 
share with you as Christmas approaches, the above 
reflection which may well find its way into a second 
volume — ‘More Glimpses of God’. 

If you would like a copy of ‘Glimpses of God’ please 
contact me or one of the Welford Methodist congregation. 
The cost is £6, but all proceeds go to charity, initially to a 
hospital in Sierra Leone, now to our circuit refugee project, 
as well as various others. A copy might make just the right 
Christmas gift for someone you know. 

May your Christmas be a source of blessing 
Very sincerely, 
Ros Murphy 


Welford Methodist Church Services 
All services start at 1 lam 


November 

Sunday 20th Miss Paddy Beardsall Morning Worship 
Sunday 27th No service at Welford 

December 

Friday 2nd Mrs Anne Yelland Morning Worship 
Friday 9th Rev Audrey Simpson Holy Communion 
Friday 16th Carol Service 

Sunday 25th No service at Welford 


We shall also have a carols and readings service followed 
by a bread and cheese shared lunch between Christmas 
and New Year, on December 30th starting at midday. 

A warm welcome to anyone who would like ongoing 
Christmas worship in the gap! 
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Nightingales 


Landscapes & Fencing Pre-loved fashion 


to buy or sell 

All types of hard and soft NS 
landscaping; drives, patios, “a 
eC 


pergolas, planting, turfing, ! the 
rob 


hedge and grass cutting, ward 
clearances & all types of 
domestic fencing 


Our opening times are: 
Wednesday - Saturday: 10.00am-4.00pm 


No job too big or small Call us on 01789 750551 


peace | 8 or visit us online at 
Call Alan for a free, no obligation quote www.thewardrobeshop.co.uk 


The Old Post Office, Church Lane, 


Tel: 01789 751542 Welford on Avon, Warwickshire 
Mob: 07775 645223 





Finishing Touches 
<>— Interior Soft Furnishings ——S” 





Curtains & Pelmets « All Types of Blinds « Shutters 
Bespoke Poles & Tracks « Headboards & Chairs 
Bedspreads « Extensive Range of Fabrics & Wallcoverings 
Voiles & Trimmings 


Free Estimate & Design 
Full Measuring & Fitting Services 


Call Michelle on 01789 751899 
www.finishing-touches.info 


Finishing Touches 
Apple Edge, Headland Road, Welford-on-Avon 





WHAT A PURRFECT ENDING... 


Following our piece on the Avon Cat Rescue in Issue 1, a 
Welford resident sent in this heart-warming story: 
Introducing Maisie, Jasper and Max. These triplets were 
adopted as kittens in 2015 after a visit to the Avon Cat 
Rescue in Welford where they were staying. They are now 
18 months old, full of mischief and living happily with 
Louise and Christopher in Pebworth. 
Cecilia 


Helping Cats This Christmas 


As winter approaches, more stray cats turn up on doorsteps 
and we do our best to make space to take them in. We 
always have a waiting list, but it keeps moving as 
fortunately there are still plenty of kind-hearted new owners 
looking to give a cat (or two) a second chance of a home. 
We always say that if a cat finds a new home, you are 
helping twice as it releases space to rescue another. 

We receive lots of donations of food and treats towards 
Christmas which are very welcome. We also sell Christmas 
cards designed by some of our supporters and calendars full 
of photos of cats in their new homes. 

Please visit www.avoncatrescue.org for regular updates. 
Rosemary Spicer 


District Councillor's Report 


People have asked me what I do on a typical day. Well, 
after an evening parish meeting on Monday evening at Long 
Marston I’m up the following morning and take the dog for 
a walk around sheep at Weston Sands before leaving on my 
bike for the Stratford Council offices at about 9:10am. 

There was a Member Development Working Group on 
Tuesday starting at 10am (we have to have 9 hours training 
to be on a Planning or Licensing Committee). I hope to 
finish by 12:30pm then I’m back on my bike for the cycle 
home. There are four phone calls to reply to and 28 emails 
in my inbox on my computer, a number of which need a 
reply. Hope to have a sandwich at some time. 

I’ve been a school governor at Welford primary school 
for 30 plus years and today it is an open day for parents to 
meet teachers and I am there to help to answer any 
problems, building roads and anything else with other 
governors. 

Then it’s a Welford planning meeting in the evening. I 
have been helping for three years with the Orchard Close 
residents where there is a nearby development planned that 
was ultimately allowed on appeal. I am hoping this will be 
the last of many meetings with public officers and builders 
and residents. 

On to the Luddington parish council meeting. I may not 
arrive in time for the start but will be there in time to give a 








Community 





report. Hope to have a half at the Bell in Welford or at 
Clifford Club depending on which way I come home. My 
dinner is usually in the oven keeping warm. 

Community Speed Monitoring 

This is progressing but Welford needs more volunteers. See 
the separate article from Richard Brookes on what’s been 
happening. 

Planning 

We have put our ideas, with support from Orchard Close 
residents, for bungalows next to their homes on the Weston 
House site, but still waiting for progress. 

We were very pleased that the planners support me in 
Headland Rise where the size, bulk and mass was too great. 
A large house in a field behind Vine House is still with the 
Planning Inspector on appeal; an application in Duck Lane 
has been redesigned after concerns and we wait to see what 
DC officers think. 

B&Q —- Maybird Retail Park, Stratford 

I tabled a motion at Stratford District Council recently for 
the council to take action to provide an alternative site for 
DIY shopping when the B&Q store shuts down. I’m 
particularly concerned about the effects of the closure on 
elderly people who rely on DIY because they can’t afford to 
employ professional tradesmen to do the work for them. 
The motion was well supported and we await the outcome. 
Peter Barnes 

01789 750837 
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Flowers For All Occasions 


c 
ra 
A personalised and friendly service from ‘Yvonne Edkins, a local and dedicated florist CWilson 
@ Traditional and hand tied bouquets # Gift Baskets 
@ Funeral Tributes @ Wedding Flowers a Wl 
@ Cut flowers and arrangements for home or business | YS LC C , G My 


@ Festive wreaths and gifts 


Free delivery within a five mile radius of Welford on Avon Singing lessons for all ages, styles and 
Telephone: Yvonne on 01789 750929 abilities with enthusiastic, fully qualified 
teacher, available in 
Stratford Upon Avon and 


cus LEWIS TREE COMPANY viceeeg oven. 


100% Pass,rate for Trinity and 
Associated Board of Music 
Examinations. 





| With more than 30 years experience For further details please contact : 
| Fully insured 07834 324 969 
TWMusicAcademy @hotmail.com 





~ 01789 751245 Barton Road, Welford on Avon 


Chartered Management Accountants 


ACCOUNTS - Limited Companies, (Sesenewe 
Partnerships and Sole traders —_ 
TAX RETURNS - Companies and Directors, John Wibberley 
Partnerships and Self-Employed ACMA CGMA 


VAT, Payroll, Management Accounts, 

Business Plans, Budgets & Cash Flow, 01789 400595 
Bookkeeping 

email:accounts@ 


Qualified, friendly and experienced team countersconsulting.co.uk 


Free initial consultation, Fixed prices 


www.countersconsulting.co.uk 


Counters Consulting Limited & O Ul n t eC r S 
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County Councillor's Report 
Firstly I should like to congratulate 
everyone involved in the production of 
Welford Matters. 
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Projects and Repairs in Welford 


1. ANCIENT BRIDGES 





Since the Bidford-on-Avon River 
Bridge was badly damaged I have 
been working closely with WCC 
Officers, Parish Councils and 
interested parties, including 
neighbouring authorities, to put 
together a comprehensive scheme to 
protect and mitigate the potential 
damage to our two ancient bridges 
caused predominantly by misuse from 
HGVs. This will be done mainly by 
negotiation with Company Transport 
Managers to route vehicles correctly 
along ‘A’ & ‘B’ class roads and away 
from the “rat runs” through our 
beautiful villages and country lanes 
that were never designed to 





accommodate 40 ton lorries. The new 
signage infrastructure will be erected 
in locations where plenty of advance 
notice and warnings will be clear for 
both UK & European drivers to see 
and understand. 


2. COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ £5000 
GRANT FUND 

This is a very popular fund designed to 
assist small projects and community 
led schemes and this year I have 
received an unprecedented number of 
applications which will require careful 
consideration. Beneficiaries in 
previous years have included a 
Medical Centre, Scout Group, Schools, 
Historical Records, Community 
Libraries and the Millennium Trust 


3. COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ 
CAPITAL TRANSPORT BUDGET 
This is a fund exclusively available to 
deal with schemes identified by 
County Councillors. The annual 
budget is around £30,000 with each 
scheme costing approximately £6,000. 
An example of the scheme in Welford 
was the extension of the kerbs in 
Headland Road where erosion of the 
grass verge had occurred. This was a 
popular scheme but took a large slice 
of my fund because of the necessity to 
install gullies to drain away excess 
water. Other schemes have involved 
new road layouts, signage and 
highway repairs not covered by the 
main transport budget. 


4. BARTON ROAD JUNCTION 

A significant amount of time and 
energy has been put into how we can 
improve this dangerous junction, 
which has been compromised by poor 
visual splays caused by overgrown 
private hedgerows. The first 
improvement was to install wooden 
bollards to protect the opposite grass 
verges from erosion by HGV’s and 
inappropriate car parking. This was an 
overnight success but drivers still park 
opposite the Barton Road exit or 
within the confines of the junction 


County Councillor's Report 


causing a road safety hazard. (It is a 
Road Traffic offence to park within 
15m of any junction) The next step 
was to liaise with the Parish Council 
and residents to remove the hedgerow 
obstruction immediately adjacent to 
the south of the junction. It was agreed 
that WCC would remove the 
hedgerow (as a special exercise since 
it was not its official responsibility) 
and then the Parish Council and 
resident(s) would complete the 
reinstatement of the verge which will 
establish a good visual splay for the 
future. My thanks go to both the 
Welford Parish Council and local 
residents for their cooperation and 
assistance to date and for the work that 
is still to be completed. The next step 
is to redesign the configuration and 
road markings of the junction “bell 
mouth”, which has been approved by 
me and your Parish Council. 


5. MILCOTE ROAD JUNCTION 
This was another junction 
compromised by utility companies 
churning up the surface and removing 
bollards which I had arranged to be 
erected some time ago; again to 
protect the erosion of the grass verges. 
Eventually developers and utility 
companies repaired and re-installed 
the wooden bollards. Unfortunately 
this problem still exists throughout the 
village where developers’ vehicles are 
parking inappropriately on grass 
verges which have been carefully 
tended by thoughtful residents. We 
have approached developers firmly but 
they seem unsympathetic and although 
I have liaised with WCC Officers and 
Alcester Police on this matter the 
problem still exists. The developers 
appear unsympathetic because they 
have little or nowhere to park their 
vehicles and although we shall 
continue trying to minimise this 
problem it seems likely that we shall 
only see significant improvements 
when the current phase of major 
housing development in Welford is 
finished. > 
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Milla Jaceson WELFORD GARAGE 


Painting & Decorating Service pa 


No job too big or small Service & Repairs (all makes) 


Professional Service AA 
07821 792943 01789 750879 - 


“SS 


AVON & 


Logs, Coal, Calor Gas 


New Bur_os — EXTENSIONS — CONVERSIONS 


Opening hours: 
Monday - Friday 7.30am - 6.00pm 
saturday 8.00am - 1.00pm 


MURLOUGH, SARTON ROAD, WELFORD ON 
AVON, WARWICKSHIRE, CVST7 BEY 


Tet: O7972 203 422 Binton Road, Welford-on-Avon 
EMAIL: ENQUIRIES @AVONARCHITECTURE.CO.UK thes) 750200 
WEBSITE UNDER CONSTRUCTION aaa cliielaeleElele[-Mecomt] 





I le art of [_ngland Farms tr leart of F ngland [arms 
%, Festive flavour to savour et iy, Festive flavour fo savour et 


| raditionally reared, farm fresh ( hristmas Produce 
Cur local farm fresh free range KellyBronze turkeys, free range cocker 
els (as seen on ‘f 00d (|nwrapped with Jimmy Doherty), free range 
geese, barn reared white turkeys and ducks are 
guaranteed to delight! 


For our no obligation (_hristmas information pack and order form please contact 


[eart of [ ngland farms 


Henley Road, ( laverdon, (_V¥35 8PS Jel: 01 926 844460 
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www.heartofe ng nafarm com 


6. WELFORD-ON-AVON TO LONG 
MARSTON ROAD SPEED 
REDUCTION (50) 

This scheme involves the redesigning 
of the southern Gateway to the village 
together with extending the 30 mph 
limit slightly and introducing a new 50 
mph limit to Long Marston. 
Unfortunately implementation has 
been held up because of local 
objections to the scheme during the 
consultation process. The golf course 
wanted an even more reduced speed 
limit past the site but the statutory 
consultees did not support a reduction 
below the proposed 50 mph. This 
scheme should now be completed 
during 2017. Also the anomaly at 
Binton Bridges will be amended where 
the 30 mph limit currently changes to 
60 mph for approximately 100m 
before meeting the B 439 50mph limit: 
a nonsense that will be corrected. 


7. RAINBOW NURSERY GYPSY 
SITE 

This controversial site is located 
within Welford Parish and close to the 
boundary with Long Marston. It is 
currently being developed as two 
separate areas to the north and south of 
the original Nursery access road. I 
believe that it is worth describing the 
site’s recent and somewhat 
complicated history for the benefit of 
all residents, whether long established 
or new to the local community. As 
District Councillor for the 
neighbouring Ward of Quinton I have 
supported the Welford community and 
objected at all stages from day one to a 
large Gypsy & Traveller site at this 
location. Permission was originally 
granted on the basis of personal need 
for 3 pitches on the northern portion of 
the site. This decision resulted in the 
possibility of the location being 
considered as a much larger Gypsy 
and Traveller Site at a time when 
Stratford District Council was looking 
for over 70 pitches for the District as a 
whole because it was within the 
corridor identified for such growth in 


the emerging Core Strategy. I 
recommended a maximum of 5 pitches 
during the Core Strategy discussions 
to protect it from growing much larger 
1.e 2 more than the 3 that had been 
granted (and not 8 as stated in the 
previous edition of Welford Matters). 
My recommendation was accepted by 
my fellow Cabinet colleagues but 
unfortunately, before the Core Strategy 
was adopted, we were faced with an 
application for a further 6 pitches on 
the southern portion of the site even 
though no-one has been on site since at 
least 2013. The District Council 
refused this application but the 
Planning Inspectorate approved it on 
appeal despite our strong objections at 
the public Inquiry In addition an 
application was made to increase the 
originally approved 3 pitches on the 
northern part of the site by 5, making a 
total of 8 pitches in that area and this 
was approved by the District Planning 
Committee. The current position 
therefore is that planning permission 
has been granted for 6 pitches in the 
southern part of the site and 8 in the 
north, making a total of 14. Each 
“pitch” consists of two homes; one 
static and one mobile. It seems that 
there are still uncertainties regarding 
the full ownership of the second site. 


8. WASTE AND RECYCLING 

I make no excuse for mentioning this 
District Council service of which I am 
very proud as I am the Portfolio 
Holder for this area. Thanks to 
responsible recycling by residents, 
support from officers and councillors 
and our contractors “Biffa’ delivering 
an excellent service, we have achieved 
6th position in the country. This is an 
achievement of which we can all be 
very proud. You can see a 
comprehensive list of what you can 
recycle on our web site at 


www.stratford.gov.uk. 
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County Councillor's Report 


Other Duties and Responsibilities: 
Apart from my WCC role other 
District Responsibilities are: Off Street 
Car Parking, Dog Warden Services, 
Health & Wellbeing, Open Spaces, 
Leisure Services & Ground 
Maintenance, Public Conveniences, 
Environmental Health & Building 
Control, Refuse Collection & 
Recycling, and Street Cleaning. Other 
duties at SDC are membership of the 
Cabinet, Licensing Panel, Planning 
Committee & Regulatory Committee. 
With 15 years of experience in 
local politics I am available and 
willing to assist you in any local 
matter that falls within my jurisdiction 
or responsibilities. 
Mike Brain 
County Councillor 
07980 308568 
01789 720728 
mikebrain@warwickshire.gov.uk 





WELFORD ALLOTMENTS 
We thought that people might be 
interested to know a little more about 
the allotments in Welford. 

They are called the Shorthouse and 
Bidston Allotments and are looked 
after by Trustees. There is water on 


the plots and the surrounding area is 
regularly maintained. There is also a 
parking area 1f people come in cars. 

We have plots that are vacant and 
we are willing to break up plots into 
smaller ones if people do not want a 
full one. The plots would be ploughed 
and cleared and made ready if 
someone takes one on. 

The prices of plots vary according 
to size but are very reasonably priced 
per year. We also have starter plots. 

Now is the time to consider it and 
get it ready for next year's planting! 

Contact Linda Horrocks, Chair of 
Trustees on 01789 750 971 if 
interested or need more information. 
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Remembrance Day 


Fallen Soldiers 


Fallen soldiers scattered around, 
helpless, in mud they drown. 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow. 
In Flanders fields, row on row, 

We shall remember those who tread, 


and all the blood they bled. 


Fallen soldiers scattered around, 

shot and then lay down, 

A crimson wave swept the ground, 

where the poppies surround. 

A pulse in the eternal mind no less, 

and laughter, learnt of friends; and gentleness. 


Fallen soldiers scattered around, 

There they lay on the ground. 

But now we wear our poppies with pride, 
and remember those who fought and died. 


Brea Pote 


If I Should Die 


If I should die, leave me to lie. 
With a thousand brothers. 


With every bullet shot, a life is lost, friend or foe. 


A body fallen, still. 


Swept into deaths arms. 


If I should die, leave me to lie. 


With my friends who have lost their life in battle. 


In pride for their country. 
Doing what they thought was right. 
But falling into the trap that is death. 


If I should die, leave me to lie. 
With my friend; he loved, was loved and fell. 


We Still Remember 


We still remember the men 
that fought, 

The heroic English 

that died. 


We still remember the planes 
that fell, 

The parts we find 

in our fields. 


They saw sunset glow, 
They loved and were 
loved, 

That we still remember. 


They are the dead, 
crimson waves fall on 
the ground, 

That we still remember. 


In the fields row on row that's 
where the poppies blow. 


Lest we forget. 


Harrison Lamb 


Killed by a crimson wave, sweeping him out to the sea of No Mans Land. 


A tragedy. 
Where death took the body for himself. 


Now I have died and been left to lie. 

You shall now remember me. 

Along with thousands of young men who join us. 
By wearing poppies growing in Flanders fields. 
We are the dead and we will be remembered. 


Issy Newton 





Remembrance Day Service 

On the 11th November 2016 the service and ceremony of 
Remembrance took place at Welford and Weston Memorial 
Hall. It was led by Simon Carter, Chairman of Welford 
Parish Council with the service being conducted by Major 
Robert McCudden. Prayers were read by Ros Murphy, 
Welford Methodist minister. 

Earlier in the day, the Union Flag had been raised by 
John Harris, Flag Captain. Wreaths were laid by Major 
McCudden and pupils from Welford Primary School. 

The service continued with the reading of the Roll of 
Honour and the lowering of the Standard by Alan Phillips. 
Following the two minutes silence and Reveille, three 
pupils from Year 6 read poems they had composed (see 
opposite page). 

Major McCudden spoke about the meaning of Armistice 
Day and the impact of war on the local community. He 
read the poem 'In Flanders Fields’ by John McCrae written 
in May 1915. 





et 





Community 





In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 


We are the Dead. Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders fields. 


Take up our quarrel with the foe: 

To you from failing hands we throw 

The torch, be yours to hold it high. 

If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields. 


The ceremony was very well attended by local residents 
with several classes of children from the school taking part. 
The Parish Council arranged for the High Street to be 
closed for about 30 minutes to preserve the solemnity of the 
occasion. Local volunteers provided refreshments and 

acted as marshals to manage traffic. 
Kate Winston 


Great Scott! 


What have St. Peter’s Church Welford 
and the red telephone box on the High 
Street got in common? Well for one 
thing they are both listed buildings. 
The Church of St. Peter is listed as 
Grade 1, the highest grading possible. 
The telephone kiosk on the other hand 
is listed as Grade II. 

The other thing they have in 
common is their connection with the 
Scott family. As is widely known, a 
major restoration of the Church was 
carried out in 1866-7 by Sir George 
Gilbert Scott (1811-1878). Sir George 
Gilbert Scott was the architect for 
many iconic buildings including the 
Midland Grand Hotel at St. Pancras 


Station, The Albert Memorial and the 
Foreign & Commonwealth Office. He 
was also involved in major restorations 
of medieval church architecture all 
across the country. 

What might be less well known was 
that the K6 telephone kiosk of the type 
we have in the High Street was 
designed in 1935 by his grandson Sir 
Giles Gilbert Scott (1880-1960). In 
addition to this iconic red structure, Sir 
Giles Gilbert Scott worked on such 
structures as Liverpool Cathedral, 
Waterloo Bridge and Battersea Power 
Station to name but a few. 

Brad Plimmer 

The Welford & Weston 

Local History Society 
www.welfordandweston.org.uk 
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BRIAN SMITH 


PAINTER & DECORATOR 









ding Davie Construction 


3 gtd 40 ede eugust 2014 — Interior & Exterior 


Reasonable Rates 





sou USE EXTENSIONS . - 


For a free quotation, please call: 


moe » ALTERATIONS A be 01789 772077 or 07790 087219 or 07760 192828 
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CALL HEATH 01789 751389 


FOR INTERIOR WINDOW CLEANING ASK FOR SUE 
7 Chapel Close Welford-on-Avon CV37 8QJ 


Email: heathverrall@yahoo.co.uk 


Sarah & Mike are passionate about 
bo. offering their patients a friendly, 


i 


Sowyer ~ caring and professional service, 


us ‘hiropoe ly ais I;-o treating their ever-growing list of registered 


highly satisfied patients in a clean 


Established 1999 


and pleasant environment. www.hcpc-uk.org 


A full range of Chiropody and Foot Care Surgery Open 
services are offered, including: - Monday to Friday 

Corn and Callus, which is unsightly and uncomfortable. This is 

carefully and painlessly removed, leaving your feet feeling wonderful. , 

Nail problems. An ingrown nail can be cripplingly painful and can be 01789 336120 

treated gently and expertly. 

Diabetic Foot Care. Regular maintenance is essential for diabetic 

patients. As part of the wider Diabetic Care Team, patients are footcare@the-bowyers.co.uk 

routinely assessed for any changes in their lower limbs. 

Advice and treatment for Fungal Nails and Skin Conditions. The Old Police House, 

General treatment. A popular treatment is to tidy the feet up and ; 

leave you feeling like you’re walking on air. Nails are trimmed and Evesham Rd, Binton, 

any hard skin gently removed, followed by a gentle foot massage | 

with wonderful creams applied, leaving your feet feeling pampered. CV37 STE 


www.the-bowyers.co.uk 


Parish council 


Position Statement on New Housing Development: 
to inform WPC’s responses to SDC on Relevant Planning Applications 


1. SDC's new, adopted Core Strategy establishes the policy 
framework for new housing development across the 
District. Three policies refer specifically to development in 
Local Service Villages (LSVs) which includes Welford. 
These policies need to be considered together when 
applications for new housing development within the 
Neighbourhood Plan area are being considered. 


2. Policy CS15 states that: 


'Development (in LSVs) will take place: 

° on sites identified in a Neighbourhood Plan; and 

¢ through small scale schemes on unidentified but 
suitable sites within their Built Up Area Boundaries 
(where defined) or otherwise within their physical 
confines.' 


3. Policy AS10 identifies those specific instances where 
development will be permitted in the countryside. 


4. Policy CS16 identifies the quantum of development to 
take place in each of the four categories of LSVs within 
Local Plan Period 2011-2031. For Category 2 LSVs, which 
includes Welford, this policy states that there will be a 
strategic allocation for 


'Category 2 (villages of) approximately 700 homes in 
total of which no more than around 12% should be in any 
individual settlement.’ 


This equates to no more than around 84 new homes in any 
category 2 LSV. 


5. The Policies in the Welford Plan in respect of housing 
development fully reflect those in SDC's Core Strategy. 


6. Since the commencement of the Local Plan Period in 
2011 there have been successful applications to build 135 
new homes in the Welford Neighbourhood Plan area of 
which 98 are within the built up area boundary now being 
agreed with SDC, and the remainder in the surrounding 
countryside. This figure is in considerable excess of that 
identified in Policy CS16 for Category 2 LSVs. 


7. In response to a Written Question to the Department of 
Communities and Local Government (DCLG) submitted by 
our local MP Nadhim Zahawi in November 2015, the then 
Minister stated that he expected local planning authorities 
(such as SDC) to consider the cumulative impact of new 
housing developments on community infrastructure and put 
in place plans to improve this infrastructure (full details are 
at Annex A). 


8. Within Welford-on-Avon the largest development has 
been for 20 houses with the majority being small scale 
applications. The consequence of this piecemeal 
development has been that to date there have been no 
infrastructure improvements within the village or 
opportunity to assess the impact of the new developments 
on the village community or services. There has been no 
increase in capacity at the village primary school, no road or 
traffic improvements, no drainage or electricity supply 
enhancements. All these essential services are now under 
severe pressure. 


9. Welford-on-Avon Parish Council is strongly of the 
opinion that the full impact of all the new developments on 
the village services and infrastructure must now be 
objectively assessed and any identified enhancements put in 
place so as to ensure the sustainability of the village. 

Whilst the Parish Council might towards the latter part of 
the Plan Period consider further applications for new 
housing development, until this assessment has been carried 
out and any identified shortfall(s) corrected, there should be 
a moratorium on all new development within the village and 
more widely within Welford's Neighbourhood Plan area. 


Annex A 


Housing: Planning Permission: Written question - 
15674 


Question 

Asked by Nadhim Zahawi (Stratford-on-Avon) 
Asked on: 09 November 2015 

Department for Communities and Local Government 
Housing: Planning Permission 15674 


To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government, whether local planning authorities can limit 
community housing developments proposed in the 
dispersal policies of a local plan due to the lack of 
sufficient infrastructure, shops, services or employment 
to support such a development. 


Answer 
Answered by: Brandon Lewis 
Answered on: 16 November 2015 


The National Planning Policy Framework expects local 
planning authorities to meet the objectively-assessed 
needs for market and affordable housing in their area, 
insofar as it is consistent with other policies in the 
Framework. As part of the plan-making process we 
expect authorities to consider what infrastructure 1s 
needed to support development, and work with 
neighbouring authorities and transport providers, to 
develop plans for how it can be provided. The cumulative 
impact of development, and the need for infrastructure to 
support development, are material considerations in 
decisions on individual proposals. 
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NICOLA MCGINN hy Se ay a =B | R] \ 
SKINCARE aN am) 
K " ; AN TICUNE 4S COLLECTARLES FURNITURE 


We offer a range of treatments: 
« Dermalo gic Fe sR eepeetn ay peers, Common ea Located just outside the famous Stratford upon Avon, 


The Barn spans over 3,000 sq ft of furniture, 





* Non-Surgical Face Lifting antiques and collectables. 
* Professional Exfoliation 
« Led Light Therapy 
« Skin Tightening For Body & Face 
* Inch Loss For Body 
* Shellac Manicures & Pedicures 
* Waxing & Threading 
* Eye Treatments 
* Sports Massage & Remedial Massage 
* Acupuncture / Therapeutic Ultrasound 
for Injuries 
« Pilates Training 
- Private Treatment Room 
- Free Parking 
- Flexible Appointments — 9=3: |) 
- Established 1997 “1 = 


www.nicolamcginnskincare.co.uk 


Barn Antiques Centre, Station Road, Long Marston, Warwickshire, CV37 &RP 


OL789 721 399, info@ barnantique.co.uk, www.barnantique.co.uk 


(Gfejsieclamh blusle mean VHA Mi! Bohs, 


Salicue The ‘con servatory alternative' 


awnings, glassrooms These German engineered bespoke glass rooms 
g verandas allow you to fully enjoy your garden all year 


py, Add a beautiful glass roof to your home 
ed to create a veranda 


, on The modular construction allows you to 
4 create your perfect ambient outdoor 
environment with the addition of 


seamless sliding glass doors, 
elegant sunshades, 
ambient lighting and radiant heaters 
‘enjoy the outside, inside’! 


Steel reinforced aluminium frame 
available in 56 standard colours 


Planning Notices 
16/02430/FUL 


16/02414/FUL 


16/01577/FUL 


16/02570/TREE 


16/02265/FUL 


16/02498/LBC 


16/02462/FUL 


6 Quineys Leys 
Single storey side extension 


Avon View, Barton Road 

Proposed erection of extension to form Purpose 
built ancillary accommodation to side/rear of 
existing dwelling for wheelchair user and carers. 


Loxley House, Barton Road 
Erection of two piers and gate (part retrospective). 


The Limes, High Street 
Various tree work. 


Orchard Lodge, Duck Lane 
Erection of new dwelling and creation of new 
vehicular access. 


Low Thatch, High Street —_ 
Refurbishment and repair of sitting room building. 


13 Headland Close 
Demolition of the existing single storey side 
extension and the erection of a detached dwelling. 


Planning Applications/Appeals 


6th September 2016 
APP/J3720/W/16/3154405 


APP/J3720/W/16/3154311 


16/02414/FUL 


20th September 2016 


4th October 2016 
16/02827/FUL 


16/02939/VARY 


16/02833/FUL 


18th October 2016 
16/03147/VARY 


16/03011/FUL 


Land fee acent To Cress Hill Farm, Barton Road 
Outline planning application for the erection of one 


dwelling and detached garage. 


Land rear of Vine House, High Street 
New detached dwelling. 


Avon View, Barton Road 

Proposed erection of extension to form Purpose 
built ancillary accommodation to side/rear of 
existing dwelling for wheelchair user and carers. 


No new applications 


Hathaway, Headland Road 
Proposed dormer window to front 


Millfield Caravan Park, Mill Lane 
Variation of condition | on Planning Approval 


13/03294/V ARY to prohibit use of the caravan site 
between Ist January and Ist March in any one year 


(1 month greater use than already approved). 


The Bungalow and Idunno, Headland Road 
Raise roofs to provide first floor accommodation 


and side extension and alterations to provide garage. 


Silver Birch House, Church Bank 


Variation to condition 11 (obscure glazing window 


condition) of planning permission 15/01129/FUL 
to allow the east facing first floor windows to have 
clear glass. 


16 Samantha Close 
Erection of a 2.05m high boundary wall with 
fencing to relocate garden wall. 


Planning decisions 


GRANTED 
3 conditions 


GRANTED 
6 conditions 


GRANTED 
3 conditions 


NO OBJECTION 


WITHDRAWN 


GRANTED 
8 conditions 


WITHDRAWN 


OBJECT 


OBJECT 


SUPPORT 


SUPPORT 


SUPPORT 


SUPPORT 


NO REPRESENTATION 


NO REPRESENTATION 
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What's on in Welford 


Parish Council Planning Meeting 


7:15 pm Tuesday, 22 November - Chapel Rooms 


History Society: lron Age Pits in Welford 
7:30 pm Friday, 25 November - Memorial Hall 


Parish Council Meeting 
7:15 pm Tuesday, 6 December - Memorial Hall 


Village Christmas Party 


7:30 pm Saturday, 10 December - Memorial Hall 


Christmas Christingle Crafts 
4:00 pm Sunday, 11 December - Memorial Hall 


Parish Council Planning Meeting 


7:15 pm Tuesday, 13 December - Chapel Rooms 


Carol Service 


6:30 pm Friday, 16 December - All Saints, Weston 


Carol Service 


11:00 am Friday, 16 December - Methodist Church 


The Christmas Cracker (live music) 
6:00 pm Saturday, 17 December - The Shakespeare 
Inn 


Carol Service (Welford's Top 10) 


6:30 pm Sunday, 18 December - St Peter's Church 


Community Carols 
6:00 pm Saturday, 24 December - Memorial Hall 


Christmas Day Family Service 


10:30 am Sunday, 25 December - St Peter's Church 


History Society: With the best Will in the world 
7:30 pm Friday, 27 January - Memorial Hall 


Get the festive season off to a great start with the 
M ‘al Hall / I Vil rhrist Disceet 
Enjoy a buffet supper, bar, singing and dancing to 


Dave Simms Disco 
At 7:30pm on Saturday 10" of December 
Tickets are great value at just £6. 
We look forward to seeing you 
Tickets available from 
Alan Smart 750090, Annette Seeley 751477, Mike Cleveley 751166 
Julia Worsey 750879, Peter Hook 751400, Carole Deakin 750342 
Mike Clare750362 or email 





Village Directory 


Local Council 


Parish Council 

Chairman 

Parish Clerk 

Finance, Deputy Chair 

Planning, Synder Meadow 

Traffic, Flood Action Group 

Village Maintenance, School Liaison 
Community Liaison, Cress Hill 
Footpaths, Defibrillators 


Responsible Finance Officer 
Parish Website Manager 


Simon Carter 
Vanessa Lowe 
Peter Martin 
Jamie Hockaday 
Bruce Spink 
James Kimpton 
Kate Winston 
Brian Stanford 


John Wibberley 
Colin Winston 


T: 01789 750414 (office hours only please) 


E: welfordpc@yahoo.co.uk 


District Councillor 

Peter Barnes 

T: 01789 750837 

E: peter.barnes@stratford-dc.gov.uk 


Community 


Allotments 
Linda Horrocks 
E: peterhorrocks@doctors.net.uk 


Art ele 
T: 01789 750940 (Jill Rose) 


History Society | 
T: 01789 750716 (Brad Plimmer) 


st i Crisis 
T: 01789 750329 (Jan Harris) 


Oil Consortium 
T: 01789 750793 (Glenis Dyer) 
E: glenisdyer@gmail.com 


Sports 


Sports Club 
1: 01789 751488 (Chris Fox) 


Bowls Club 
T: 01789 750531 (Marjorie Woodhall) 


Amenities 


The Bell 
T: 01789 750353 
W :www.thebellwelford.co.uk 


The Four Alls 
T: 01789 751329 


MaypO eeu Butchers 
89 750213 

E Habu eOncneres mail.com 
W: www.maypolebutchers.co.uk 


TO 89 750206 


Memorial Hall 
T: 01789 751377 


County Councillor 

Mike Brain 

T: 01789 720728 

E: cllrbrain@warwickshire.gov.uk 


Over 60s Club 
T: 01789 750580 (Jean Stone) 


Scout & Guide Groups 
T: 01789 750650 (Cathy Millwood) 


Welford Wives 
T: 01789 751400 (Sue Hook) 


Police Community Support 
Officer 

Becky Morris 

T: 07823 533488 


Safer Neighbourhood Team 
E: alcestersouth.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk 


Cricket Club 
T: 01789 750997 (Guy Lane) 


Football Club 
W: www.welfordfootballclub.co.uk 


metioulst Church 
Ros Murp BA 
E: RMOLJ8)RO@gmail.com 


St Peter's Church 
Rev Ros Greenhaigh 
7: 01789 751546 


The opel espeale 
TO eo fol 
W: www. eet 


Welford Garage 
T: 01789 750200 


Welford on Avon Primary School 
T: 01789 750 214 


If you have any feedback please contact: 
welfordmatters@gmail.com 


Please direct all advertising queries to: 
welfordadverts@gmail.com 


